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Stand. Nat. Hist. iv. p. 371), but it seems to me that it is 
not a natural arrangement to associate with the Coyracii- 
formes birds with galline plantars, like the Cuculi, the Mu- 
sophagi, and the Trochili; birds with Passerine plantars, 
like the Upupæ; birds with Picine plantars, like the Scan- 
sores ; and birds with Trogonine plantars, like the Trogones ; 
whilst birds with Coraciine plantars, like the Cathartes, are 
excluded. This is, of course, a matter of opinion; but to 
include the Meropide and the Buccrotide in the Haleyones 
(or Alcedinoidee, op. cit. p. 395), which are described as having 
the “ dorsal tract simple between the shoulders,” appears to 
me to be inconsistent with fact. So far as I can judge from 
an examination of specimens of three species of Merops, 
the spinal feather-tract is forked between the shoulders in 
the Meropidz, though perhaps not quite so far forward as 
in the Coraciide, whilst the spinal feather-tract of the Buce- 
rotide is described by Nitzsch as double in some species and 
simple in others on the interscapular region. After the 
Bucerotide and the Meropidze have been removed from the 
Haleyones, the remaining families can be described as not 
having the spmal feather-tract forked either on the upper 
or lower back, a character which greatly simplifies their 
diagnosis. 

In conclusion, I take the opportunity of correcting an 
unfortunate blunder in my paper on the Pico-Passeres (Ibis, 
1890, p. 36). At the bottom of the page the names Bucco- 
nide and Galbulide should be transposed. 


XIX.— Descriptions of three new Species of Flycatchers. 
By R. Bowpier Snarere, F.L.S., F.Z.S., &e. 


Amonest a few birds presented to the British Museum by 
Dr. G. Vorderman is an example of a small Siphia from 
Mount Gedeh, in Java, which appears to me to be unde- 
scribed. It belongs to the plain-coloured group of the 
genus, and its nearest ally seems to be the female of Siphia 
ceruleata (Cat. B. iv. p. 457), which has also whitish legs, 
but which differs in having a blue tail. 
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I propose to attach the name of Dr. Vorderman to this 
new Flycatcher, in recognition of his twelve years’ work in 
the Indo-Malayan Archipelago. 


(1) SIPHIA vorDERMANI, sp. n. 


„2> Adult male (Mount. Gedeh). Gencral colour above brown, 


the head like the back; the upper tail-coverts bright fer- 
ruginous, contrasting with the back; tail also ferruginous, 
dusky brown on the inner web ; lesser wing-coverts like the 
back; remainder of coverts and quills dusky brown, edged 
with brown like the back, a little more rufous on the margins 
of the secondaries; the median series tipped with fulvous 
spots, slight traces of which are seen on the greater coverts ; 
lores fulvescent ; ear-coverts and sides of face dark brown, 
with fulvous shaft-stripes; cheeks and chin whitish, becom- 
ing tinged with orange-rufous on the throat, this colour 
spreading over the breast; lower breast and abdomen pure 
white, including the under tail-coverts; thighs ashy ; sides 
of body and flanks olive-brown ; under wing-coverts white, 
with dusky bases: “lores yellow” (A. G. Vorderman). 
Total length 4:1 inches, culmen 0'5, wing 2°21, tail 1:8, 
tarsus 0'6. 
Hab. Java. 


(2) SIPHIA ELOPURENSIS, sp. n. 

Adult. Similar to S. vordermani, but distinguished by its 
olive-brown upper tail-coverts and outer web of the tail- 
feathers, which resemble the back, and do not show the 
rufous of S. vordermani. Total length 4°3 inches, culmen 
0°55, wing 2°25, tail 1:6, tarsus 0°6. 

Hab. Elopura, N.E. Borneo (H. Pryer). 

I bave had an example of this little Flycatcher for some 
time in the Museum, but have hesitated to describe it, as it 
looks so much like the female of one of the other species. Now 
that Dr. Vorderman has discovered an allied species in Java, 
and has sent the male, it is evident that there is a represen- 
tative form in Borneo which is worthy of a name. 


(3) PIEZORHYNCHUS FLORENCIA, Sp. n. 
Adult male. Above blue-grey, the lesser wing-coverts like 


On the Young of Pallas’s Sand-Grouse. 207 


the back; the rest of the wing-coverts and quills dusky 
brown, edged with grey; tail-feathers blackish, with grey 
margins; crown of head a little more dusky grey than the 
back, especially on the forehead, lores, cheeks, and throat, 
the two latter being blackish ; below the eye a white spot; 
ear-coverts slaty grey, surmounted by a broad white eyebrow, 
the white extending a little behind the ear-coverts on the 
sides of the neck; lower throat, fore neck, and chest blue- 
grey; breast and remainder of under surface of body bright 
cinnamon-rufous, including the under tail-coverts ; thighs 
grey; under wing-coverts blue-grey, washed with cinnamon ; 
quills dusky, ashy along the inner web: “ bill and legs slaty 
blue; iris black ” (C. M. Woodford). Total length 6'3 inches, 
culmen 0°65, wing 3'1, tail 2°45, tarsus 0°7. 

Adult female. Like the male, but entirely grey on the 
head and neck, and without black on the cheeks or throat ; 
no white on the eyebrow or sides of neck: “‘ bill and legs 
slaty bluc; iris black ” (C. M. 1I7.). Total length 6 inches, 
culmen 0°65, wing 3:0, tail 3°45, tarsus 0'7. 

Young male. Similar to the female, but with a little black 
on the head and face, and some white round the eye. 

Hab. Island of Rubiana, Solomon Archipelago. 

This new species bears at first sight some resemblance to 
Monarcha inornata in the colour of the abdomen and the 
grey upper surface, but the close-sct plumage of the forchead 
and the white eyebrow serve to distinguish P. florencia, the 
former character placing it in the genus Piezorhynchus. 
Here its nearest ally is P. richardsi, but it is grey instead of 
black, and has only a white eyebrow instead of a white hinder 
crown. 


XX.—On the Young of Pallas’s Sand-Grouse (Syrrhaptes 
paradoxus). By ALFRED NEWTON. 
(Plate VII.) 


Penpine the publication of Dr. Rudolf Blasius’s promised 
report, which I trust will enable me to discharge the duty, 


